

WOOLAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

 A Meeting of Woolavington Parish Council was held in the Village Hall, Higher Road, Woolavington on Thursday, 10th September 2026 at 7.30 p.m.
Present:- A. Sharp (Chairman), B. Carp, A.J. Chidgey, B.J. Galloway, Mrs C. Galloway, Mrs J. Knight, E. Marsh, S. Smith and Ms J. Wagstaff with R. Young (Clerk) and 1 member of the public.
Apology for absence received from Ms L. Perkins and Somerset Councillor M. Healey.

27. Disclosures of Interest
Mr Chidgey and the Chairman declared interests in planning applications 06 and 09 respectively as nearby landowners.

28. Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 28th July 2026 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

29. Report of the Somerset Councillors
Neither Member was present.

30. Maintenance and Highway Issues
Members considered an update on maintenance and highway issues since the last Meeting. All previously reported highway defects had been rectified by Somerset Highways. A public meeting had been held by Gravity and their appointed contractor to discuss the village enhancement scheme. It was indicated that work would commence in stages in the autumn with traffic light controls and be completed by March. 
Part of the wooden kissing gate surround at the Lower Playing Field had decayed and Gary Bickers was investigating repairs. A post at a kissing gate in the playing field had also been replaced. The annual inspection of the play equipment had recently taken place and no major issues had been identified. GB Sport & Leisure had quoted for a new metal swing frame at the Newlands Play Area but as no serious issues had been identified with the wooden frame it was agreed that the matter be deferred at the present time.
John Wylde had been requested to trim the hedges around the playing field, village hall and Crockers Hill and also flail the grass around the edge of the playing field and behind the pavilion. A large commemorative tree in the Cemetery had deteriorated and would be made safe by Landbased Services. A diseased ash tree at the Causeway would be removed at the same time. 
Work had taken place to reinforce security at the Playing Field following the unauthorised incursion. A quotation in the sum of £3,150 + VAT (excluding installation) had been obtained for more secure permanent gates. It was agreed to accept the quotation and enquire as to whether Gary Bickers would be able to install the items. A plan of underground power cables would be sought before any work commenced. A quantity of sand and soil had to be purchased to fill cracks in the surface of the pitch to enable it to be safe for matches. It was agreed that the cost of the work in the field be met from the Recreation and Community Fund.
Somerset Forge were preparing a new finger inscribed “village hall” for the sign at the Higher Road/B3141 junction.

31. Community Engagement Plan 
The Chairman reported that an initial meeting of the steering group would be held in the near future to take the project forward. Information was being sought from the Somerset Association of Local Councils.

32. Financial Issues
The following payments were authorised
DD       Telecoms Consortium            pavilion line                                                       £100.42
DD       Unity Bank                            account fees                                                            £7.00
DD       Total Energies                        pavilion electricity                                             £140.67
DD       Telecoms Consortium            pavilion line                                                         £50.21
DD       Unity Bank                            account fees                                                            £7.00
U16      GWB Services                       grass cutting & maintenance work                  £2,988.00
U17      Greenslades                           grass cutting                                                       £313.99
U18      K. Jackson                             honorarium                                                         £100.00
U19      Parish Clerk                           payroll & sundry payment reimbursement     £2,757.43

25. Planning 
The following new applications were considered
006 – Installation of synchronous condenser facility and associated work to the west of the Causeway – GPF-2W Ltd – recommend refusal;
007 – Replacement of nine windows, 8 Church Street – Mr & Mrs G. Challice – recommend permission;
008 – Remove large low-level branches of Field Maple to approx. 12ft above ground level, 5A Lower Road – R. Ingram – confirm recommendation of permission;
009 – Work to trees, 10 Church Street – Mr & Mrs Wood – recommend permission.
The Chairman reported that amended plans had been received in respect of the application by South West Strategic Developments which omitted residential development between Combe Lane and Elm Lane and the alterations to Combe Lane.  It was agreed to continue to recommend refusal on grounds relating to drainage proposals, the impact of the proposed new access onto Woolavington Hill and Local Plan Policy T2B. 
It was also agreed to report unauthorised residential caravan(s) and associated stables, tack room and kennels at Reeds Drive.

26. Reports from Voluntary Organisations 
Mr Marsh reported that the Village Hall was currently well used. It was agreed to endeavour to get a report on the Youth Club at the next Meeting and a Police Report.




The Meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.                                                                          Chairman






