

WOOLAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

 A Meeting of Woolavington Parish Council was held in the Village Hall, Higher Road, Woolavington on Tuesday, 28th July 2026 at 7.30 p.m.
Present:- A. Sharp (Chairman), B. Carp, B.J. Galloway, Mrs C. Galloway, E. Marsh, Ms L. Perkins and S. Smith with Somerset Councillor M. Healey, R. Young (Clerk) and 2 members of the public.
Apology for absence received from A.J. Chidgey, Mrs J. Knight and Ms J. Wagstaff.
19. Disclosures of Interest
Members had no interests to disclose.
20. Minutes
The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 30th June 2026 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.
21. Report of the Somerset Councillors
Somerset Councillor Healey reported upon financial issues, social care and delays by planning officers.
22. Maintenance and Highway Issues
Members considered an update on maintenance and highway issues since the last Meeting. All previously reported highway defects had been rectified by Somerset Highways. Surface dressing had taken place at Combe Lane. A number of local residents had become disappointed at the continuous delays in commencement of the village enhancement scheme but there were indications that work would commence in the autumn. Nesting birds were causing delays in the cutting back of a hedge overhanging a footpath at the Causeway but other previously reported overhanging shrubs had been cleared.
Part of the wooden kissing gate surround at the Lower Playing Field had decayed and Gary Bickers was investigating repairs. GB Sport & Leisure were to quote for a new metal swing frame at the Newlands Play Area and a wooden surround would also be repaired. A large commemorative tree in the Cemetery was deteriorating and a quote for maintenance work would be obtained from a tree specialist. Seed of Hope had been unable to maintain the Millennium Garden for a short period but work had now commenced again. Work had taken place to reinforce security at the Playing Field and Lower Playing Field following an unauthorised incursion at Sedgemoor Way on 29th May. Quotations were now being obtained for more secure permanent gates and a section of fencing.
It was agreed to ascertain if Somerset Forge could replace the redundant ROF arm on the fingerpost sign at the crossroads with a new arm inscribed village hall.
23. Community Engagement Plan 
The Chairman explained the purpose of a Community Engagement Plan which would help to understand the needs of residents and assist in supporting grant applications. It was agreed to form a steering group with other community representatives to take the project forward. Support was likely to be available from the Somerset Association of Local Councils.
24. Financial Issues
The following payments were authorised
DD       Unity Bank                            account fees                                                            £7.00
DD       Total Energies                        pavilion electricity                                             £105.04
U13      GWB Services                       grass cutting & maintenance work                  £2,340.00
U14      Greenslades                           grass cutting                                                       £313.99
U15      Parish Clerk                           payroll & sundry payment reimbursement     £1,002.67
A bank reconciliation as at 30th June 2026 was checked with the bank statements and signed by the Members who did not authorise payments as part of the Council’s financial controls.
 25. Planning 
The following new application was considered – 005 – Erection of self-build dwelling to the east of 9 Elm Lane – Mr & Mrs N. Haggett – recommend conditional permission.
The Chairman reported upon a meeting with representatives of Bloor Homes and a planning officer to discuss the Section 106 Agreement. It had been agreed that the Parish Council could take on the responsibility for maintaining the public open spaces and sustainable drainage system with a commuted sum. All land associated with public open space and the drainage system would be transferred to into the ownership of the Parish Council. The action taken in connection with the public open space and drainage system together with the level of the commuted sum was approved and confirmed.
26. Reports from Voluntary Organisations 
Mr Marsh reported that the installation of the 34 additional solar panels on the hall roof had been completed. The project would reduce the hall’s energy costs. Preparation work was also taking place for the Village Show on 15th August.




The Meeting closed at 8.35 p.m.                                                                          Chairman





