

WOOLAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting of Woolavington Parish Council was held in the Village Hall, Higher Road, Woolavington on Tuesday, 24th February 2026 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:- A. Sharp (Chairman), A.J. Chidgey, B.J. Galloway, Mrs C. Galloway, E. Marsh, S. Smith and Ms J. Wagstaff with R. Young (Clerk) and 4 members of the public.

Apology for absence received from Mrs J. Knight and Somerset Councillors M. Healey and Suria Aujla.

74. Disclosures of Interest

Mr Chidgey disclosed an interest in planning application 029 as a nearby landowner.

75. Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 20th January 2026 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

76. Report of the Somerset Councillors

Neither Member was present. 

77. Data and Document Management and Retention Policies

Draft Data and Document Management and Retention Policies were approved and signed by the Chairman and would be displayed on the Parish Web-site.

78. Maintenance and Highway Issues

Members considered an update on maintenance and highway issues. Due to the adverse weather conditions, numerous potholes had been breaking out in the area. Somerset Council’s contractor had on occasions carried out quick temporary repairs for safety/insurance reasons and returned later (at no extra cost) to carry out permanent repairs. Crancombe Lane would be closed on 2nd March for two days between 8.00 a.m. and 6.00 p.m. to allow essential planned maintenance on gas pressure reduction equipment. Gary Bickers had nearly completed the agreed list of winter jobs. Rodway Fencing had repaired a broken catch on a kissing gate on the playing field. A new galvanised striker bar had to be provided at a cost of £90.00 + VAT. It was agreed to again contact the PCSO regarding a vehicle parked in The Drive close to its junction with Higher Road and also investigate possible provision of a dog waste bin in the vicinity of the Sedgemoor Road Allotments.

79. Effective Dog Control

Somerset Council had advised that they planned to consolidate all existing dog control PSPOs across Somerset. Parishes had been requested to review Orders in their areas before the official consultation launched. In view of the increasing use of the field for organised sport, youth activities and the junior park run, the Community Foundation had agreed that there was a need to maintain a Dogs on Lead Order in some form and requested the Parish Council to inform Somerset Council accordingly. The Parish Council were also requested to seek continuation of Dog Exclusion Zones in the fenced play areas at Sedgemoor Way, Higher Road and Newlands. It was agreed to approve the requests of the Community Foundation and Somerset Council would be informed accordingly.

80. Financial Issues

The following payments were authorised
DD       Total Energies                        pavilion electricity                                             £168.09
DD       Total Energies                        pavilion electricity                                             £220.30
DD       Telecoms Consortium            pavilion line                                                         £46.79
DD       Nat West & Unity Bank         account charges                                                   £12.40  
DD       Total Energies                        pavilion electricity                                             £272.70
Unity    GWB Services                       maintenance work                                             £462.00
Unity    Greenslades                           grass cutting                                                       £313.99
Unity    K. Jackson                             honorarium                                                        £100.00
Unity    Parish Clerk                           payroll and sundry expenses reimbursement £1,572.89
Unity    Youth Unlimited                    Flare Youth Club                                          £19,647.20 

81. Planning 

The following planning applications were considered
029 – Construction and operation of synchronous condenser facility with associated ancillary infrastructure, buildings, access, landscaping, land reproofing, drainage and associated works to the north of Ham Lane and west of the Causeway – Welsh Power
The Parish Council felt unable to support this application in the light of information currently available. The applicants were submitting a competitive tender with at least one other company for the provision of synchronous condenser facilities on alternative greenfield sites in respect of which planning consent was being sought. There was concern that should planning permission be granted for each site, the site(s) of the unsuccessful tenderer(s) might be developed by another company for an alternative industrial purpose in a rural setting. The Parish Council therefore recommended that the application(s) be either refused at this stage or deferred until the results of the tendering exercise are known. Should permission be nevertheless granted, the Parish Council felt that it was very important that an extensive and robust landscaping scheme be implemented and maintained to screen the buildings to help to reduce the visual impact.

002 – Erection of single storey rear extension with pitched roof and two velux, 5 Chertsey Close – Mrs V. Barnaby – recommend permission.

The only update relating to the three major planning applications for residential developments in the village involved a revised layout in respect of application 014 (South West Strategic Developments Ltd) in the vicinity of Vicarage Road/Elm Lane. It was agreed to amplify the Parish Council’s previous objections if necessary.
 
82. Reports from Voluntary Organisations 

Mr Marsh reported that the Village Hall was currently well used. Future projects included upgrading the toilets in respect of which quotations were being obtained and provision of additional solar panels on the roof.
It was noted that a women’s football team was being formed for next season.

The Meeting closed at 8.25 p.m.


Chairman












