2024/25 Woolavington Annual Report

1. Playing Field/Play Areas 
The Playing Field at Sedgemoor Way is now owned by the Woolavington Community Foundation who manage the field and pavilion in co-operation with the Parish Council. The main project during 2024 was major improvements to the field carried out by Shelton Sportsturf and Field Form using funding granted by Villages Together. Junior football teams now play on the field and a men’s team is being formed for next season. A Junior Park Run to be known the Woolavington Playing Field Junior Park Run is scheduled to commence in the spring.
A Christmas Social Event and a Santa’s Grotto took place in the pavilion and several groups hired the building including the Church for services once a month.
A dogs on lead order was implemented in the playing field in the autumn but adherence has been limited and dog fouling has also been an issue. The Dog Warden has undertaken to visit the field at random times to enforce the order.
A new springer was installed in the Newlands Play Area and maintenance work has taken place to the play equipment in the Lower Playing Field. The Lower Playing Field was awarded the June Wood Cup for best small field in Somerset in 2024 by the Somerset Playing Fields Association and Stuart Smith was awarded the Association’s Chairman’s Cup as Volunteer of the Year.

2) Flare Youth Club 
Youth Unlimited have continued to lead the Flare Youth Club. Sessions were held in the Village Hall on Wednesdays and in the Pavilion on Thursdays.

3) Maintenance Issues
Various defective road surfaces, street lamps, signs, fly tipping and blocked ditches and drains were reported. Gary Bickers completed a list of winter work including cutting back vegetation and repairing the bollards on the green at Higher Road. 

4) Cemetery
10 burials took place during the year, 7 memorials were erected and 1 grave space was reserved. Income in fees amounted to £1,565. The Parish Council also arranged for grass cutting in the Churchyard on behalf of Somerset Council in return for grant aid.

5) Planning Applications
12 planning applications were considered during 2024/25. The Parish Council’s recommendations were forwarded to the Somerset Council. Issues regarding a large application were also discussed and consultations were held in connection with a proposed major development known as West Woolavington. 
The Council attended meetings with Paul Lowdnes of Gravity and various consultants to discuss progress with the development of the site, the new access road and proposed village enhancements.



6) Gravity/Agratas/National Grid

The Parish Council received consultations with representatives of Gravity, Agratas and National Grid in connection with the proposed development of a battery cell manufacturing facility at the Gravity Smart Campus with a Local Liaison Group being established. The Parish Council received Section 106 monies relating to the Gravity/Agratas developments – Recreation Fund £54,887.69 and Community Project Fund £30,492.60.

7) Garden Competitions
A Best Kept Garden Competition was again organised. The winner of the large garden section was Mrs E. Hopkins of 31 Lower Road. The winners of the senior citizens section were Mr and Mrs P. Beer of 32 Polden Walk. The winners of the small garden section were Mr and Mrs K. Haggett of 3 Lockswell and the award for the best hanging basket went to Mr and Mrs M. D. Kelly of 5 Lockswell.
The various containers were planted with bedding plants and the Millennium Garden was maintained.
 
8) Citizen of the Year
The thirty-first recipient of the Citizen of the Year Cup was Jane White. 

9) Allotments
28 of the allotments at Sedgemoor Road and 11 plots at Crockers Hill were let during 2024. A spring plant sale was held at the Village Hall Car Park which raised funds for the Allotments Association.

10) Village Hall
The Parish Council received regular reports on the work of the Village Hall Committee. The Council assisted the Hall Committee with revenue and project grants totalling £5,794.00.

11) Parish Council .gov Domain
A new modern web-site has now been completed and .gov.uk e-mail addresses have been provided for each member for council business.

12) Representation at Meetings
The Parish Council have been represented at Meetings of the Burnham Area Local Community Network, the LCN Highways Group, Meetings of the Somerset Association of Local Councils, the Countywide Local Plan initial meeting and Local Liaison Meetings in connection with the Agratas/Gravity site.







