WOOLAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

A Meeting of Woolavington Parish Council was held in the Village Hall, Higher Road, Woolavington on Tuesday, 26th August 2025 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:- A. Sharp (Chairman), A.J. Chidgey, B.J. Galloway, Mrs C. Galloway, E. Marsh, Ms J. Wagstaff, R. Young (Clerk) and 70 members of the public.

Apology for absence received from R. Darch, Mrs J. Knight, S. Smith and Somerset Councillors M. Healey and Suria Aujla.

28. Disclosures of Interest

Mr Marsh declared an interest in planning application 011 as an adjoining property owner and left the meeting during discussion of that item.

29. Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 22nd July 2025 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman as a correct record.

30. Casual Vacancy

A casual vacancy had occurred for a Member in the South Ward due to the resignation of Adrian Edney. The vacancy had been advertised in line with statutory procedure and clarification was awaited from Somerset Council as to whether it could now be filled by co-option.

31. Report of the Somerset Councillors

Neither Member was present. 

32. Maintenance and Highway Issues

Members considered an update on maintenance and highway issues. Somerset Council’s Bridge Section had agreed to renew the damaged railings over the rhyne, west side, along the Causeway just south of the river following vehicle damage. Somerset Council had been requested to reinstate faded hatch markings near a pinch point on the Hill where there was inconsiderate parking and also refurbish central markings on the Causeway.
A damaged post next to a kissing gate along Footpath BW 37/3 was the responsibility of the landowner to fix. The owner had been identified and had been requested to carry out the repairs.
Somerset Council had agreed to provide 3 horse warning signs along Higher Road and the B3141. 
A landowner had cut back vegetation obstructing a path between Broadlawn and Clark Close and another landowner would arrange for a hedge obstructing a footpath to be cut back in the autumn.
A pothole in Lower Road had been filled and a blocked gully near the Combe Lane junction with Woolavington Hill and a blocked drain at Cossington Lane would be cleared in the autumn. Combe Lane was scheduled to be closed for maintenance work prior to surface dressing.
Seed of Hope had commenced work on the maintenance of the Millennium Garden and Gary Bickers had trimmed the cemetery hedge.
A container had been purchased for storage purposes in the playing field as previously agreed at a cost of £2,000 plus VAT to be met from the community fund. 

33. Financial Issues

The following payments were authorised
DD       Total Energies                        pavilion electricity                                             £111.23
DD       Telecoms Consortium            pavilion line                                                         £46.79
001444 GWB Services                       grass cutting & maintenance work                    £382.80
001445 Greenslades                           grass cutting                                                       £313.99
001446 K. Jackson                             honorarium                                                        £100.00 
001447 Parish Clerk                           payroll & sundry payment reimbursement     £3,981.84

In view of the forthcoming closure of the Bridgwater Branch of Nat West, it was agreed to move to on-line banking with Unity Bank and full details be circulated to Members.

34. Planning 

The following new applications were considered
011 – Outline application with all matters reserved except access, comprising the erection of up to 150 dwellings, public open space, landscaping and associated works with vehicular access to be provided via Cossington Lane and pedestrian and cycle connection to Woolavington Hill, land to the north of Cossington Lane – Bloor Homes South West. A copy of the agreed comments to be submitted to Somerset Council are attached to the signed copy of these minutes
013 – Outline application with some matters reserved for the demolition of stable buildings and erection of up to 85 dwellings with public open space, landscaping, sustainable drainage system and vehicular access point at Higher Road – Gladman Developments Ltd. A copy of the agreed comments to be submitted to Somerset Council are attached to the signed copy of these minutes

35. Reports from Voluntary Organisations 

There were no reports from voluntary organisations.


The Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m.


Chairman







