WOOLAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL

The 2025 Annual Meeting of Woolavington Parish Council was held in the Village Hall, Higher Road,
Woolavington on Thursday, 1% May 2025 at 7.30 p.m.

Present:- A. Sharp (Chairman), A.J. Chidgey, B.J. Galloway, Mrs C. Galloway, E. Marsh, S. Smith, R.
Young (Clerk) and 1 member of the public.

Apology for absence received from R. Darch, A. Edney, Mrs J. Knight and Somerset Councillors M.
Healey and Suria Aujla.

1. Election of Chairman and Vice-Chairman

Mr A. Sharp was proposed by Mr Chidgey, seconded by Mr Marsh and elected Chairman of the Parish
Council for 2025/26. The Chairman signed a declaration of acceptance of office. Mr Chidgey was
proposed by Mr Galloway, seconded by Mrs Galloway and elected Vice-Chairman of the Parish Council
for 2025/26.

2. Disclosures of Interest

Members had no interests to disclose.
3. Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting of the Council held on 16" April 2024 were confirmed and signed by the
Chairman as a correct record.

4. Report of the Somerset Councillors

Neither Member was present.

5. Maintenance and Highway Issues

Members considered an update on maintenance and highway issues since the last Meeting.

Somerset Council’s Bridge Section had agreed to renew the damaged railings over the rhyne west side
along the Causeway just south of the river following vehicle damage. The pedestrian crossing markings
on the hill would be renewed in the near future. A damaged post next to a kissing gate along Footpath
BW 37/3 was the responsibility of the landowner to fix.

Parking issues in Windmill Crescent had been raised with Homes in Somerset but ownership and
responsibility for maintaining the area in front of the shops was complicated. Kier could give a quotation
for reinstating verges but they were likely to be quickly damaged again by vehicles. Information was
being sought on the future of the garage blocks in the area.

Landbased Services had completed the maintenance work to the trees at Lynham Close. Rodway
Fencing had ordered the materials to replace the kissing gate and wooden surrounds in the Lower
Playing Field. Gary Bickers had started to empty waste bins and dog bins which were not adjacent to
the highway at a cheaper rate than Somerset Council would charge this year. Some damage occurred to
the swing seats and a trampoline surround at Darkfield Way over the Easter period. GB Sport and
Leisure were carrying out repairs in the interest of safety.



6. Defibrillators
SW Ambulance Service would run a session for local residents on use of the machines on 17" May.
Publicity was being obtained through the web-site and parish magazine and a post would be placed on

Facebook.

7. Financial Issues

The following payments were authorised

001426 Landbased Services tree maintenance £1,440.00
DD  Total Energies pavilion electricity £124.45
DD  Telecoms Consortium pavilion line £46.79
001427 GWB Services grass cutting & maintenance work £1,368.00
001428 Greenslades grass cutting £313.99
001429 Zurich Municipal insurance premium £1,624.13
001430 Starboard Systems scribe fee £414.72
001431 Parish Clerk payroll & sundry payment reimbursement ~ £913.02
001432 Woolavington New V. Hall grant £5,000.00*

e To be met from the community grant fund

8. Planning

The following new applications were considered

003 — Erection of single storey extension to the south elevation and a two-storey extension to the north
elevation, 20 Highcroft — S. Spencer — recommend permission;

004 — Erection of single storey extension to the side of 21 Lynham Close — C. Turner — recommend
permission;

005 — Replacement of roof, fascia, soffits and guttering including solar panel installation to roof and
replacement of windows, doors and balconies to side and rear elevations to 2, 4 and 6 Windmill Crescent
— Homes in Somerset — recommend permission;

006 — Removal of a 5m section of hedgerow the construction of a water main installation project to the
north of Higher Road — Wessex Water — recommend permission.

The Chairman reported upon proceedings at a Meeting of the Gravity Community Forum held on 30%
April. It was noted that the Village Enhancement Scheme work was scheduled to start in both villages
in September with the cycle track starting later due to possible changes to part of the route.

The Chairman was also endeavouring to confirm through Somerset Council that the Wain Homes
planning application had lapsed. A pre-application consultation would shortly commence on behalf of

Bloor Homes relating to possible development of land to the north of Cossington Lane.

9. Reports from Voluntary Organisations

Mr Marsh reported that the Village Hall Committee’s decarbonisation project was nearing completion
and this would be followed by the building being redecorated.

10. Confidential Information

It was agreed to request the press and public to leave the Meeting during consideration of the following
item on the grounds that it would involve the disclosure of information defined as exempt by para 1 of
Schedule 12A of the Local Government Act 1972 (as amended).



11. Member of the Parish Council

Members considered issues relating to the misconduct of a Member of the Parish Council. In view of
the length of his custodial sentence and his lack of attendance at Meetings for more than six months, it
was unanimously agreed to call a casual vacancy.

The Meeting closed at 8.55 p.m.

Chairman

Matters discussed during public question time included speeding vehicles in Crancombe Lane and a
defective pavement in Old Mill Road.



