
WOOLAVINGTON PARISH COUNCIL 

A Meeting of Woolavington Parish Council was held in the Village Hall, Higher Road, Woolavington 
on Tuesday, 29th October 2024 at 7.30 p.m. 

Present:- A. Sharp (Chairman), R. Darch, B.J. Galloway, Mrs C. Galloway,  Mrs J. Knight, E. Marsh, 
S. Smith and R. Young (Clerk). 

Apology for absence received from A.J. Chidgey, A. Edney and Somerset Councillor M. Healey.   

34. Disclosures of Interest 

Members had no interests to disclose. 

35. Minutes 

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 17th September 2024 were confirmed and signed by the Chairman 
as a correct record. 

36. Report of the Somerset Councillors 

Neither Member was present. 

37. Anti-Social Behaviour 

PCSO Tom Russell was unable to attend but there had been no recent incidents of anti-social behaviour.  

38. Maintenance and Highway Issues 

Members considered an update on maintenance and highway issues. 

The previously blocked drains and culverts in Crancombe Lane were now clear but water was flowing 
down the road from further to the south as it was unable to enter the roadside ditch. The matter would 
be investigated. The Reeds Drive drainage issue was also under investigation.  

PCSO Tom Russell had investigated the issues regarding parking on the pavement along the Hill and 
Causeway and instances had greatly reduced. Property owners identified at the last Meeting had cut 
back vegetation overhanging the pavement or road. The long-awaited Village Enhancement Scheme 
would commence after completion of the adoption of the link road and work to instal electricity and gas 
services along Puriton Road. 

GB Sport and Leisure had installed the springer in the Newlands Play Area. They were awaiting delivery 
of parts to complete the other identified repairs to play equipment. The kissing gate stolen from the 
Crancombe Lane entrance to the playing field had been recovered and refitted. The replacement gate 
(now spare) might be suitable to replace the decaying wooden gate to the Lower Play Area. A1 
Gardening & Tree Surgery Ltd hoped to carry out the maintenance work to the trees at Lynham Close 
in November.  

The Playing Field had been reopened. More grass seed would need to be applied to some of the slits in 
the spring but the drains worked well during recent rain. Verti-draining would take place in the near 
future. The dogs on lead order had now been implemented with notices on all entrances to the field. 
Dogs could still be exercised in the field but must be kept on leads at all times which would ensure that 
they were under better control. Enforcement would be carried out by the Dog Warden. It had already 
been agreed that a review would be undertaken a year after the start of the implementation of the order 
as this would give time for things to settle in and also to gain the views of all concerned. The Lower 
Playing Field could be used for the exercising of dogs. 

 



39. Polden Environmental Network 

The Chairman reported upon a recent Meeting of the Polden Environmental Network. It was felt that a 
sub-group could be set up to formulate ideas for possible action in Woolavington. 

40. Parish Council Domain 

It was agreed to change to a gov.uk domain name to be known as Woolavington-pc.gov.uk and to 
continue to own the current domain and also to appoint a gov.uk Approved Registrar to register the new 
domain name and provide support. 

41. Financial Issues 

The following payments were authorised 

DD       Total Energies                        pavilion electricity                                               £99.86 
DD       Telecoms Consortium            pavilion line                                                         £46.79 
001398 PKF Littlejohn LLP               audit fee                                                             £504.00 
001399 GB Sport & Leisure               maintenance work                                             £488.88  
DD       Total Energies                        pavilion electricity                                             £105.94                      
001400 GWB Services                       grass cutting                                                    £1,535.52 
001401 Greenslades                           grass cutting                                                       £313.99 
001402 Rachel Smith                         honorarium                                                         £500.00 
001403 GB Sport & Leisure              play equipment                                                £2,689.20 (£2,216.00 CIL expenditure) 
001403 Parish Clerk                           payroll & sundry payment reimbursement     £1,647.33 
 
A bank reconciliation as at 30th September 2024 was checked with the original bank statements and signed by the Members 
who did not sign cheques as part of the Council’s financial controls. 
 
The External Auditors had completed their work on the 2023/24 accounts and had reported that on the basis of their review of 
Sections 1 and 2 of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return (AGAR) in their opinion the information in Sections 1 
and 2 of the AGAR was in accordance with proper practices and no other matters had come to their attention giving cause for 
concern that relevant legislation and regulatory requirements had not been met. 
 
It was also noted that the Section 106 monies relating to the Gravity/Agratas Developments had been received – Recreation & 
Community Fund - £54,887.69 and the Village Project Fund - £30,492.60. 
 
40. Planning  

The following new planning application was considered:- 

007 – Retrospective application to upgrade and infill agricultural track to form a new stone agricultural 
track providing access off Combe Lane – IJ & SA Bell & Son – recommend permission; 

41. Reports from Voluntary Organisations  

Mr Marsh reported that the Hall would be busy in the run up to Christmas. Banners and poppies were 
being displayed to mark Remembrance Sunday. Further work was planned to complete the 
decarbonisation project 

It was reported that the staffing changes had been agreed relating to youth provision. 

 

 

 

The Meeting closed at 8.40 p.m.                                         Chairman 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


